Help us advocate for better brain tumour care
A letter you can send to your local MP
To Find Your Local MP: Search for your representative using this link here and locate your local MP’s contact details
The Hon Minister [Surname]
Minister for [Portfolio] - if applicable
[Address]
[Email]
[Date] 
Dear Minister [Surname],
I am writing to ask you to support better research, care and support for South Australians living with brain tumours.
A brain tumour diagnosis changes everything.
For many patients and families, the diagnosis is followed by another challenge: navigating a complex health and support system while dealing with the physical, cognitive, emotional and financial impact of the disease.
Brain cancer has one of the poorest survival outcomes of any cancer. Only around one in four Australians diagnosed with brain cancer survive five years.
Yet between 2003 and 2020, brain cancer research received $111.6 million in government funding, compared with $431.6 million for breast cancer and $234.7 million for leukaemia.
[ADD YOUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCE HERE]
For example: explain how you, a family member or someone you know has been affected by a brain tumour, including any difficulties accessing treatment, support, clinical trials or other services.
I believe brain tumour patients deserve better.
I am asking you to support four priorities:
1. Greater investment in research and clinical trials
South Australian researchers are working towards better treatments, but patients also need equitable access to appropriate clinical trials and emerging treatments.
A patient's postcode, treating hospital or financial circumstances should not determine whether they have the opportunity to access a potentially appropriate trial.
2. A coordinated statewide brain tumour care pathway
Patients should be connected with the right clinical, practical and emotional support from diagnosis — regardless of tumour type or grade.
No patient or family should have to work out where to turn while simultaneously dealing with a life-changing diagnosis.
3. Stronger specialist support services
South Australia's dedicated brain cancer support nurse has demonstrated the value of having someone who understands the disease and can guide patients and families through the system.
We need greater access to dedicated brain tumour nurses, patient navigators, support groups, advocacy and practical support.
4. Investment in infrastructure and specialist expertise
South Australia has outstanding researchers, clinicians, hospitals and research infrastructure.
We need investment in molecular profiling, tumour banking, specialist equipment and workforce so that research can be translated into better treatments and care for South Australian patients.
I am asking you to raise brain tumour research, care and support with your colleagues and relevant Ministers, and to support action to improve outcomes for South Australian patients and families.
We are not asking government to recreate the system. We are asking for support to strengthen and connect what already exists.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this important issue.
I would welcome the opportunity to hear what action you can take to support better outcomes for people affected by brain tumours in South Australia.
Yours sincerely,
[NAME]
[SUBURB]
[CONTACT DETAILS – OPTIONAL]

